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The work presents an investigation of nationalism in one of the most im-
portant periods in the history of Georgia. The study is based on the Moder-
nist Theory of nationalism. At the present stage an up to date analysis of the
Georgian national project of 1860s deserves particular interests. In this re-
spect, the Modernist Theory of nationalism seems to be the most appropriate
theoretical framework of study. Nationalism Studies is the topical direction
of the contemporary humanities and social sciences. An interest concern-
ing origins of Georgian nationalism has significantly increased lately. Cor-
respondingly, a clear-cut understanding of its beginning and development is

rather essential.
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Summary

Nationalism Studies is the topical direction of the contemporary humani-
ties and social sciences. Correspondingly, a clear-cut understanding of its
origin and development is rather essential and interesting. An interest in
the problems of nationalism has significantly increased lately. The opinion
holding that the epoch of nationalism is gradually becoming a thing of the
past and finds no place in the era of globalization has proved to be ground-
less. Beginning from the 80s of the 20" century, nationalism has shown its
real worth. Proceeding from the above, this problem should be fundamen-
tally studied. Modern forms of nationalism precondition to a great extent the
social or political status of the contemporary world. In this respect, much is
to be studied and reconsidered in a different sense in Georgia. Investigation
in the context of nationalism of the well-known and analyzed events within
history, literary criticism or other fields of science by using novel method-
ological approaches might lead us to interesting results, especially in terms of
the empirical material contextualization.

A comprehensive study of the problem may be carried out within any one
discipline. It, by its essence, belongs to the number of interdisciplinary prob-
lems and is very wide and complex to be studied within a specific field. The
complex nature of the phenomenon of nationalism conditions and requires
a plentitude of diverse scientific disciplines for its study. Sociology, history,
philology, linguistics, psychology, geography — this is an incomplete list of
the subjects/fields which application would be advisable for a fundamental
study of nationalism. The well-known English scholar Anthony D. Smith
among the disciplines necessary for studying of nationalism also names po-
litical sciences, international relations, anthropology. These disciplines pro-
vide us with proper tools and a conceptual framework to find out ‘who we
are’, ‘when we originated’, how we were growing’ and ‘where we are going’.
We should treat nationalism as a multi-sided global phenomenon and recog-
nize the necessity of studying each of its sides in order to comprehend it.

From late nineteenth century to the present, the study of nationalism
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has been marked by deep ambivalence and intractable ambiguity. On the
on side, nationalism has been associated with militarism, war, irrationalism,
chauvinism, intolerance, homogenization, forced assimilation, xenophobia,
ethnocentrism, ethnic cleansing, even genocide. On the other side, nation-
hood and nationalism have been linked to democracy, self-determination,
political legitimacy, social integration, solidarity, dignity, identity, citizen-
ship etc. As Rogers Brubaker says, how people have evaluated nationalism
has depended on what they have understood it to be. This conceptual am-
biguity has engendered innumerable attempts at classification. The most
well-known distinctions are voluntaristic and organic, political and cultural,
liberal and illiberal etc. Among prevalent distinctions in the scientific circles,
the one with the greatest resonance today is civic and ethnic understanding
of nationhood and nationalism. This has been used to suggest that there are,
fundamentally, only two kinds of nationalism: civic nationalism, character-
ized as liberal, voluntarist, inclusive and ethnic nationalism glossed as illib-
eral, particularist and exclusive.

Comprehensive investigation of the past in the context of nationalism
studies is essential for future development of our country. Georgia is mul-
tiethnical country, thus national policy is in the tight relations with state-
building interests.

In the last century, under conditions of the Soviet ideology, the conduct
of such studies was practically impossible which, it may be said, was condi-
tioned by objective reasons. As the historian Mariam Chkhartishvili notes,
today, the use of Marxism is no longer a fatal necessity for Georgian histo-
rians. If desired, they can look for an alterative to this methodology. Not-
withstanding the collapse of Marxism (more exactly of its Soviet variant),
the current western trends are practically unused, and the Georgian studies
of historic nature still lack the theoretical basis, or, if we refer again to M.
Chkhartishvili’s views, a large part of Georgian researchers involuntarily re-
mains in captivity of Marxism. The scholar, I think, quite justifiably speaks
of the methodological problems: “despite the availability of many researches

and conclusions of a specific nature, they, as a rule, lack the proper contex-
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tualization; the general sociological relations and dimensions of the obtained
facts are not fixed and there is no methodological conception, no theoreti-
cal framework of a historic and cultural reconstruction. For this reason, the
Georgian history facts fail to be reflected in the history of mankind.” The
researcher cites as a graphic example of the above the book ‘Nationalism:
Theory, Ideology, History’ by Anthony D. Smith. We can also refer to the
fundamental works of Benedict Anderson, Ernest Gellner and of other au-
thors concerning nationalism where, in spite of the voluminous factual ma-
terial, no mention of Georgia is made.

This work presents an attempt to investigate nationalism in one of the
most important periods in the history of Georgia, which is based on popular
theoretical paradigms in the western scientific circles. As it has been men-
tioned, at the present stage of science development, an up to date analysis
of the interesting to us period in Georgian history deserves particular inter-
ests. In relation to the national movement of the 19% century, the Modernist
Theory of nationalism seems to be one of the proper means in achieving this
purpose.

Possibly, the opinions established in the work are excessively determined
by a specific theoretical construction, although a researcher interested in the
given matter needs a clear-cut theoretical basis in order to be able to orient
in a vast empirical material. It is to be said here that the research presents
one of the types of a specific case study accepted in the scientific community,
in particular, a theoretical paradigm-based study.

A cultural non-integration into the state domain is deemed to be one of
the sources of nationalism. An example of this is Basque nationalism. I think
that one of sources of Georgian nationalism of the period interesting to us
is its cultural non-integration into the imperial domain. Cultural bases of
Georgian nationalism should be traced right in that epoch. The Modernist
Theory of nationalism represents an interesting tool in terms of their (cul-
tural bases) retrieval and systematization. This theory was established in
western academic circles and never has been used to comprehend and assess

the Georgian reality, although, a certain interest in the issues in the modern
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Georgian academic circles is also observable. Articles by Zaza Shatirishvili
can be cited as an example. According to him, “The national culture in Geor-
gia takes its origin from the ‘Tergdaleulis’ (the young Georgian intellectuals
who had drunk from the River Terek (Tergi), i.e. crossed the Terek and gone
for their education to Russia)”, its main subject being the Georgian nation.
It is exactly how the well-known statement by Ilia Chavchavadze should
be treated, according to which, “’Kartlis Tskhoverba’ is a history of kings
and not of the people/nation”. Approximately the like opinions are expressed
by Zurab Davitashvili, who thinks that the history of Georgian nationalism
begins from the 60s-70s of the 19" century and is primarily associated with
Ilia Chavchavadze and the names of other ‘Tergdaleulis’. Opinions of the
above authors are also shared by Mariam Chkhartishvili. She believes that
the modern Georgian nation was established in the 19" century, which was
conditioned by numerous factors, including the economic and political ho-
mogenization, the Russian imperialistic pressure, the process of formation of
nations in Europe, the development of new communication means — print-
ing media, etc. Nationalism had also formed in non-western (or less western)
societies. This period is known in the scientific literature as the “nationalism
epoch”. The scientific literary sources also mention the facts of certain “at-
tacks” of the Armenian nationalism on the Armenian Church being at the
height of its fame for centuries. The concept “Armenian faith” is substituted
to a certain extent with the concept “Armenian nation”.

And still, the matter has not been fundamentally studied up to this day.
Despite the fact that the authors of the Modernist Theory discuss in detail
non-western societies, they say almost nothing about Georgia, which is a
rather good illustration for that theory. This has, presumably, its objective
reasons. In the period, when the theoretical trends of nationalism were being
formed, the obtaining of worthy information about Georgia was practically
impossible. In the modern epoch, when nationalism studies have become
very topical, the said shortcoming needs to be removed.

The presented study, as mentioned in the beginning, does not have pre-

tensions of perfection. In our opinion, it will make possible to better under-
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stand some vague matters. We have attempted to focus on the problems of
the methodological nature in relation to the studies of historical nature in
general, rather than only in connection with the specific historical epoch
presented here.

Each case of nationalism is strictly individual, although it does not ex-
clude the possibility of its certain typology. Just the reverse, it is necessary
that specific cases of nationalism be grouped according to a definite common
trait and then be individually studied. Of course, Georgian nationalism has
an individual character, although, judging by separate traits, it has much in
common with European nationalism, and its investigation from this stand-
point would be rather founded and justified, first of all for establishing the
typological nature of Georgian nationalism. These factors do not, of course,
give ground to draw such a daring conclusion as is the civilization belonging
of Georgian culture, although they enable to conclude on individual aspects
of the culture.

An interesting picture of the Georgian reality during the research period
is painted on the basis of the facts considered in the work. I think that the
continuation of the work and the investigation of the said period of Geor-
gian history from the interesting to us standpoint will bring forth a worthy
outcome and make and give us a possibility of a clear-cut drawing of worthy
conclusions. It should be mentioned that the material to study the problem is
abundant. It, however, needs to be systematized and reviewed in the context
of modern theories. We believe that Georgian nationalism laid its foundation
in the 60s of the 19 century. Georgian history of that period and the think-
ing of the then Georgian public figures are practically unstudied, which in
itself preconditions the necessity of such a study.

It may be concluded that the most suitable tool to explain the essence
of Georgian nationalism of the 60s of the 19" century would be the use of
the Modernist Theory of nationalism, although, in the course of the study,
there is the possibility for the theory to be restructured or synthesized with
another theory to ensure more objectivity.

In case the study is continued and extended, its probable outcome will
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be the establishment of its typological essence. The said outcome should be
accomplished on the basis of an analysis of the specific period of Georgian
history. Up-to-date theoretical approaches will be used during the analysis,
enabling to treat the facts from a different standpoint. Accordingly, the study
might yield worthy results in terms of the methodology as well. Also certain
aspects of the Georgian culture will be analyzed, as the cultural bases of the
Georgian nationalism constitute the subject of our interest. Proceeding from
the above, the study results may also present a definite value in determining

the typological nature of Georgian culture.
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